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one period every day. The educational authori-
ties fully recognise the need for this reform, but,
at present, they are unable to introduce it because,
in the first place, there is a woeful lack of ade-
quate playing fields, and, secondly, the school
time-table is already too heavy. Not satisfied with
the facilities for games and sports offered by the
schools, many boys join independent sports
clubs, which are widespread throughout Germany.
A visitor to Germany cannot fail to be im-
pressed by the tremendous enthusiasm for games
and sports of alljkinds which seems of late to have
possessed all classes of the people. President
Hindenburg himself has publicly announced that
he looks upon the pursuit of sports as a civic
duty. Everywhere in Germany, one sees strik-
ing proofs of the prominent part which games,
physical exercises and rambling now play in the
life of the nation. Nearly all towns provide in
the public parks and elsewhere spacious play-
grounds with the necessary sports equipment,
which are used by the students in the afternoon
on working days, and by the general public
during holidays and summer evenings. In
Berlin, practically every small locality has a
special recreational enclosure for children, and it
is a very common sight to see little boys and girls
of pre-school age playing on the sand pile espe-
cially provided in these enclosures. There is
hardly any town in Germany which does not
possess a public swimming bath. In Berlin, there
is a swimming bath where, by a mechanical
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